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SUBJECT: ASF MOVEMENTS IN SOUTH LEBANON 

1 . SECRETARY ASKED AMBASSADOR DINITZ TO CALL EVENING OF 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, AND CONVEYED TO HIM FOLLOWING ORAL 
MESSAGE IN RESPONSE TO ISRAELI MESSAGE RECEIVED EARLIER 
THE SAME DAY (SEPTEL). 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: WE HAVE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY THE REPLY 
FROM MR. ALLON TO OUR ORAL MESSAGE OF LAST NIGHT. 

WE HAVE STUDIED ALL THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US ABOUT 
THE MOVE OF SYRIAN ARAB SECURITY FORCE PERSONNAL TO THE 
NABATIYAH AREA, AND IT IS OUR JUDGMENT THAT THE PURPOSE 
WAS AS STATED TO US BY PRESIDENT SARKIS WITHOUT ANY 
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ULTERIOR MOTIVES. 

WERE PRESIDENT SARKIS ACTUALLY TO WITHDRAW THE FORCES UNDER 
PRESSURE, THIS WOULD BE A SERIOUS LOSS OF FACE FOR HIM IN 
THE EYES NOT ONLY OF THE PALESTINIAN AND LEFTIST FORCES 
IN LEBANON BUT IN THE EYES OF THE CHRISTIANS AS WELL. WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS WOULD BE EITHER IN OUR INTERESTS 
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OR IN THOSE OF ISRAEL WHICH WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD AGREES WITH 
US THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
STRENGTHEN PRESIDENT SARKIS' AUTHORITY. 

WE HAVE ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD ISRAEL'S SENSITIVITY ABOUT THE 
MOVEMENT OF SYRIAN FORCES SOUTH OF THE LITANI RIVER, AND 
WE KNOW THAT ISRAEL HAS ALSO OBJECTED TO THEIR MOVEMENT 
INTO THE NABATIYAH AREA AS WELL. WE WOULD APPRECIATE, 
HOWEVER, A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE THREAT WHICH ISRAEL 
SEES FROM THIS MOVE WHICH, TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, 
CONSISTS OF NO MORE THAN 600 PERSONNEL THINLY DISTRIBUTED 
IN THE AREA AND ALONG THE ROAD TO THE NORTH AT NABATIYAH. 

AS WE HAVE SAID, WE ARE PREPARED TO MAKE VERY CLEAR TO 
PRESIDENT SARKIS AND THE SYRIANS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
FURTHER MOVE SOUTHWARD OF NON-LEBANESE FORCES, THAT ANY 
CONSIDERATION OF DOING SO SHOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF CON- 
SULTATION BY PRESIDENT SARKIS WITH US AND BY US WITH 
ISRAEL, AND THAT HE SHOULD WITHDRAW THE SYRIAN UNITS FROM 
THE NABATIYAH AREA AS SOON AS CONDITIONS PERMIT, AND WILL 
IN ANY CASE REPLACE THEM AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME 
WITH LEBANESE FORCES. 

BEFORE WE COMMUNICATE FURTHER WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS AND 
THE SYRIANS, WE WOULD ASK THAT ISRAEL RECONSIDER ITS 
POSITION ON THE NEED FOR WITHDRAWAL OF THE ARAB SECURITY 
FORCE PERSONNEL IN LIGHT OF THE CONSIDERATIONS WE HAVE SET 
FORTH. END MESSAGE. 

3. DINITZ SAID HE WOULD IMMEDIATELY COMMUNICATE FOREGOING 
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TO JERUSALEM. MEANWHILE, ISRAELIS HAD UPDATED INTELLIGENCE 
INDICATING SYRIANS HAD A TOTAL OF ONE FORTIFIED INFANTRY 
BATTALION, ONE FORTIFIED INFANTRY COMPANY AND TWO TANK 
COMPANIES BETWEEN KAFR HUNAH AND NABATIYAH AND IN 
VICINITY OF NABATIYAH AND AL-AISHIYAH. SECRETARY SAID 
IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO KNOW WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN 
MOVEMENT OF ADDITIONAL SYRIAN UNITS INTO SOUTH SINCE OUR 
APPROACH TO LEBANESE AND SYRIANS. DINITZ REPLIED THAT HE 
DID NOT KNOW BUT THIS LATEST INTELLIGENCE SEEMED TO 
SUGGEST LARGER FORCES THAN WE HAD ORIGINALLY INDICATED. 
DINITZ SAID THAT ISRAELI VIEW WAS THAT EVEN IF SYRIANS 
WERE BEING CAUTIOUS, THIS FOLLOWED A PAST PATTERN OF 
TESTING REACTIONS AND, IF THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS, 

MOVING MORE SUBSTANTIAL FORCES IN. THIS RAISES THE 
QUESTION OF THE CREDIBILITY OF THE ISRAELI AND U.S. 

RESPONSE. 

4. THE SECRETARY ASKED IF DINITZ HAD ANY REACTION TO OUR 
ASSESSMENT OF THE PROBLEM SARKIS FACES. DINITZ SAID HE 
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THOUGHT THE SYRIANS WERE USING SARKIS. THE LATTER COULD 
WITHDRAW THE SYRIAN ASF FORCES AND EXPLAIN THIS BY SAYING 
THAT THEY WOULD BE REPLACED WITH LEBANESE FORCES WHEN 
AVAILABLE. 

5. THE SECRETARY AND DINITZ AGREED THAT WE WOULD BOTH 
CHECK OUR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION AND BE BACK IN TOUCH. 

VANCE 
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